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A Note From the Creator 

This itinerary isn't just a list of coordinates; it’s a collection of our absolute favorite 
memories, gathered over the past few years, with 11 Scotland visits (and more coming 
soon). 

While there is still so much more to see, we wanted to build a foundational route that 
captures the magic of what keeps drawing us back. This trip strikes a careful balance: it’s 
structured enough to ensure you don't miss the icons, but "light" enough to let you step off 
the gas, breathe in the highlands, and pull over whenever a random, beautiful viewpoint 
catches your eye. 

 

How to Use This Guide 

 The Travel Profile: We originally mapped this out for two adults with no mobility 
issues. However, consider this a rock-solid baseline. It serves as an excellent 
starting point whether you are traveling solo, in a large group, or need to adapt the 
pacing for specific accessibility requirements. 
 

 Intentionally Free Slots: You’ll notice our city days are left broad and uncrowded. 
One of the greatest joys of Scottish towns is simply walking, people-watching, and 
getting a little lost. We didn't want to over-schedule your time with our exact tastes 
at the expense of your own random, unforgettable discoveries. 
 

 Food & Stays: Apart from a few "you have to try this" local spots, we have left dining 
choices up to you, as everyone's budget, accommodation location, and dietary 
habits differ. For lodging, we highly recommend looking into local B&Bs and self-
catering options as they are significantly more cost-effective and offer a far more 
private, authentic experience. 
 

 Zero Affiliates, Total Honesty: We receive absolutely zero commission from any of 
the venues, rental companies, or stays mentioned in this guide. If a business is 
named here, it's solely because we used them, loved them, and want you to have 
the same great experience. 
 

 Looking for specific details? To keep your daily itinerary clean and easy to read, we 
have included a comprehensive master table at the very end of this document 
featuring exact opening hours, entry fees, and parking details for all attractions. 
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Know Before You Go 
Driving & Single-Track Etiquette 

 The Single-Track Wave: On single-track roads, it is local custom to raise two fingers 
off the steering wheel as a quick "thank you" when someone pulls into a passing 
space for you. They will absolutely expect the same polite gesture in return! 

 Passing Spaces are NOT Parking Spaces: Never use passing spaces to stop for a 
photo or a break. You will rarely see an angry Scot, but blocking a passing space is a 
surefire way to get a firm reprimand. 

 Strict Drunk Driving Laws: Scotland’s legal alcohol limit for driving is exceptionally 
strict; virtually zero tolerance. If you plan to have even a single alcoholic drink, do 
not get behind the wheel. 

 Fuel Budget: For the entire loop outlined in this itinerary, expect to spend 
approximately £400 on fuel. 

 Parking Pitfalls: Most parking areas across the country are pay-and-display. City 
parking is notoriously expensive, which is exactly why this itinerary recommends 
returning your rental car as soon as you arrive for your stay in Edinburgh. 
 

Budgeting & Dining 
 The Food Budget Reality: Even a standard, low-key meal at a budget restaurant or 

pub will easily run you £20 per person just for food. 
 The Savior Grocery Run: If you want to keep your holiday on a budget, take 

advantage of self-catering. Major supermarkets like Tesco and Sainsbury’s offer a 
"Meal Deal" for around £5, which gets you a main (sandwich/wrap), a snack, and a 
drink. 

 Cash vs. Card: It is hard to predict which hidden gems will be card-only or cash-
preferred. For a two-week stay for a couple, carrying about £500 in cash is usually 
the sweet spot for small things, with everything else going on a card. 

 Scottish vs. English Banknotes: Scottish banks issue their own currency notes. They 
look different, but rest assured, English banknotes are widely welcomed 
everywhere. 

 Paid Public Toilets: Many public toilets across Scotland are not free and require 
coins. Keep some small loose change in your pocket for emergencies. 
 

Bookings & Sightseeing 
 Book Early to Save: Accommodation prices spike dramatically as availability drops. 

The earlier you book your stays, the cheaper your overall trip will be. 
 The High-Season Crowd: Scotland is incredibly popular. During peak and shoulder 

seasons, it is far busier than you might expect, meaning pre-booking is essential for 
everything from popular restaurants to boat tours. 
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 The Castle Explorer Pass: If you are a history buff intending to visit multiple castles 
and historic monuments, look into the 14-day Historic Environment Scotland 
Explorer Pass to save a significant amount on entry fees.   

 Distillery Tours: With over 120 active distilleries in Scotland, every single tour offers 
its own unique twist and heritage. Don't hesitate to book multiple tours across 
different corners of the country. 
 

Weather, Clothing & Wildlife 
 Four Seasons in One Day: It is no exaggeration! The Scottish weather changes 

rapidly. You can easily experience brilliant sunshine (tank top weather) and freezing 
rain (jacket and scarf weather) within a few hours. Wear multiple layers and always 
keep a weatherproof jacket within arm's reach. 

 Drastic Daylight Shifts: Daylight hours vary wildly depending on the time of year. 
Summer brings incredibly long days (light past 10:00 PM), while winter days are 
exceptionally short. Plan your driving hours accordingly. 

 The Infamous Midges: These tiny, biting insects are the only real downside to the 
beautiful Highlands. You can buy a local repellent called "Smidge" from almost any 
local shop. It is highly effective and will save your skin. 

 The Steeps of Edinburgh: Edinburgh is built on old volcanic hills and features an 
endless maze of steep slopes and historic staircases. Leave the fancy shoes at 
home; you need good, broken-in walking shoes because you will be tracking far 
more steps than you think. 

 The Local Wildlife Warning: Do not trust the seagulls. They are aggressive, 
completely fearless, and will snatch food right out of your hands without hesitation. 

 

Final Word 
 Haggis: Don’t think about what’s in it. Just try it. It’s genuinely delicious. 
 Don't Overthink It: This list could go on forever, but half the joy of Scotland is the 

adventure. Do your baseline research, don't stress the small stuff, get out there, 
and have fun! 
 

Critical Road Tips & Etiquette 

Driving in Scotland, especially the single-track roads of the Highlands, is an incredible 
experience, BUT it requires a specific set of rules. Before you even book your vehicle, 
please familiarize yourself with official local road laws. 

Essential Reading: Review the official guidelines on The Highway Code (UK Gov) and learn 
how to properly use passing places on single-track routes via Traffic Scotland. 
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Our Tried-and-Tested Car Rental Strategy: 

 The Provider: We highly recommend renting through Celtic Legend. 
 

 The Cover: Always opt for the total insurance waiver. 
 

 The Tech: Don't waste money renting a standalone GPS unit. Instead, download 
Sygic onto your smartphone for reliable, offline navigation. 
 

 The Extra: If they offer a dashcam option, take it. It's excellent for safety insurance, 
and you'll end up with incredible footage of your drive. 
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Day 1 - Arrival at EDI Airport and on to Stirling 
Welcome to Scotland! Today is all about getting your bearings, picking up your wheels, and 
enjoying a couple of iconic, easy-to-reach stops as you make your way to your first 
overnight base in historic Stirling. 

To keep the itinerary practical, we are using a 1:00pm flight landing time as our baseline 
example for the afternoon's pacing.  

If your flight lands earlier or later, you can easily shift these arrival targets to match your 
actual schedule. 

1) Edinburgh Airport 
Arrival: 1pm 
 
Once you land, collect your baggage and exit the terminal. Budget at least 45 
minutes from offboarding your plane to actually getting your bags. 

 

Directions for Car Rental Pickup  
Arrival: 1:45pm 

Exit the terminal, walk along the glass-covered walkway, and cross over to the bus stances 
opposite the tram terminal. 

Go to Bus Stop 8 to catch the free, continuous Arnold Clark / PremiAir shuttle loop.  

Bus Stop Location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/uC1iSMKrAptGbtjn9 

The free shuttle bus runs on a continuous loop between the airport terminal and the rental 
branch all year round and takes about 3 minutes. If you end up waiting longer than 15 
minutes at the stance, call the branch directly: +44 (0)131 333 0347 
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2) Car Pickup – Celtic Legend 
Arrival: 2:15pm 
 
Head inside the office and hand over your booking reference to the staff.  
 
Even though you booked through Celtic Legend 
(https://www.celticlegend.co.uk/car-rental/), you are checking in at the physical 
Arnold Clark counter. 
 
What you need: 
 Your physical driver's license (digital apps or photos won't fly) and  
 passport/ID card 

 
Crucial: Rental requirements can change, so always refer to the confirmation 
email for the latest document/procedure demands to ensure you aren't caught 
off guard. 
 
 
 

3) The Kelpies 
Arrival: 3:00pm 
 
These are two massive 100-foot-tall horse sculpture monuments named Duke and 
Baron, representing the heavy horses that used to work Scotland's canals. They 
look like glistening silver during the day and are fully lit up at night. 
 
There is ample paid parking available right on-site. You'll also find a visitor center, 
public toilets, and a few snack stands nearby if you need a quick break. 
 
Allocate about an hour for an unrushed experience. 
 
Official Website: thehelix.co.uk 
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4) The Falkirk Wheel 
Arrival: 4:15pm 
 
This is a massive, rotating boat lift that connects two different canals. It is the only 
structure of its kind in the world. You can walk right up to the water basin for free to 
watch it lift or lower boats in real-time. 
 
Visiting Details: 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 30 minutes if you are just watching from the ground. 
 
Boat Ride Option: You can take a 1-hour boat tour that actually goes inside the 
wheel. Tickets are £17.95 for adults (£9.80 for children). The final tour is typically at 
4:30pm, so pre-booking online is highly recommended if you want to board. 
 
Official Website: scottishcanals.co.uk 
 
 

5) King Robert Hotel 
Arrival: 5:15pm (delay by an hour if you take the tour) 
 
A relaxed, family-run hotel located right on the historic battlefield site. This is a 
highly convenient base for the night with on-site parking, an informal bistro, and a 
lounge bar.  
 
Check-in is straightforward, allowing you to drop your luggage and freshen up after 
the drive from Edinburgh. 
 
Official Website: kingroberthotel.co.uk 
 
 

6) The Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre 
Arrival: 5:45pm (delay by an hour if you take the tour) 
 
Located immediately adjacent to the hotel, this is the historic site where Robert the 
Bruce defeated the English army in 1314.  
 
While the indoor immersive visitor centre closes at 5:00pm, the outdoor park 
remains fully accessible. You can walk right up to the famous monuments and the 
magnificent equestrian statue of Robert the Bruce for a quiet evening stroll. 
 
Official Website: nts.org.uk 
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Day 2 – Stirling to Oban 
This morning, you'll gear up for a 9:00am departure, leaving Stirling behind to point the car 
west.  

Today's route transitions directly from the historic battlefields of the Lowlands straight into 
the dramatic landscapes of the Highlands.  

Your drive takes you along the scenic shores of Loch Lomond, up through the atmospheric 
heights of Glen Falloch, and past legendary lochs and mountains before pulling into the 
vibrant coastal port town of Oban for the evening. 

 

1) Co-op Food - Cambusbarron - The Brae 
Arrival: 9:10am 
 
A convenient neighborhood supermarket located just a short drive from the hotel.  
This is an ideal, quick pitstop to stock up on road trip essentials like water, snacks, 
and travel supplies before hitting the longer scenic drives heading west. 

 

2) Sea Life – Loch Lomond Aquarium 
Arrival: 10:00am 
 
Situated on the stunning bonnie banks of Loch Lomond, this stop combines a 
family-friendly aquarium experience with an outdoor shopping and leisure complex. 
 
Inside the aquarium, you can walk through a tropical ocean tunnel, see Scotland’s 
only giant green sea turtle, and enjoy panoramic views of the loch from the rooftop 
café.  
 
Directly outside, the Loch Lomond Shores complex features a selection of boutique 
shops, woodland walking trails, and regular outdoor markets. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 2 hours to visit the aquarium and stroll through the 
adjacent shops. 
 
Parking: Ample free parking is available right on-site. 
 
Official Website: visitsealife.com/loch-lomond 
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3) Falls of Falloch 
Arrival: 12:45pm 
 
A beautiful, 30-foot waterfall set in a scenic, atmospheric glen where the River 
Falloch rushes through.  
 
It is a very popular beauty spot and a perfect place to stretch your legs right off the 
main A82 road.  
There is also a unique, woven steel viewpoint structure called "Woven Sound" that 
extends over the river, allowing you to safely look right down into the crashing falls. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 20 to 30 minutes. It is a short, mostly flat 5-minute 
walk from the car park to the waterfall viewpoint. 
 
Parking: There is a small, dedicated gravel parking layout right off the main road. It is 
free but can fill up quickly during peak hours. 
 
Official Website: lochlomond-trossachs.org 
 
 

4) St Conan’s Kirk 
Arrival: 2pm 
 
This is a unique church built by a self-taught architect between 1886 and 1930. It 
features an unusual blend of different architectural styles, including Saxon towers, 
Gothic flying buttresses, Norman arches, and a terrace with views overlooking Loch 
Awe. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 45 minutes to an hour to walk through the chapels, 
the interior, and the outdoor viewpoints. 
 
Food Tip: There is a very small shop right adjacent to the church that serves amazing 
homemade soup, though it is highly popular and can run out early. 
 
Parking: There is no large dedicated car park, but you can find free layby parking 
right outside the main gates along the A85 road. 
 
Official Website: stconanskirk.org.uk 
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5) McCaig’s Tower 
Arrival: 3:30pm 
 
This is a prominent stone monument built on a hill overlooking the town between 
1897 and 1902. It was modeled after the Roman Colosseum and serves as a 
spectacular vantage point. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 20 to 30 minutes. 
 
Recommendation: This stop is completely optional, but it offers a great panoramic 
view of Oban, the harbor, and the open sea. 
 
Parking: There is a small, free car park right at the base of the tower, though the final 
road up is quite steep. 
 
Official Website: oban.org.uk 
 
 

6) Corriemar Guest House – Oban 
Arrival: 4:15pm 
 
This is a seafront Victorian villa located on the Corran Esplanade. It offers a 
comfortable stay with views overlooking the bay.  
 
Check in, drop off your bags, and take a little time to relax or freshen up before 
heading out for the evening. 
 
Official Website: corriemarhouse.co.uk 
 
 

7) Piazza 
Located right on the North Pier, this restaurant serves pizza, pasta, and seafood 
with floor-to-ceiling windows looking out over the harbor.  
 
The restaurant is a scenic 10-minute walk along the water from the guest house, 
meaning you can safely leave the car parked at your accommodation for the entire 
evening. 
 
Official Website: piazzaoban.co.uk 
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Day 3 – Oban to Fort William 
This morning, you'll gear up for a 9:15am departure from Oban and head straight toward 
the towering valleys of Glencoe. Your first stop is just 10 minutes up the road at 
Dunstaffnage Castle to explore the stone battlements. From there, the drive takes you 
inland into some of Scotland's most famous mountain landscapes: deep glens, dramatic 
peaks, and winding roads.  

Today is all about soaking in the views from a mountain chairlift, hitting a couple of classic 
roadside photography stops, and then heading up to Fort William to explore the High 
Street, stock up on supplies, and check into your cottage on Argyll Road for a multi-night 
stay. 

 

1) Dunstaffnage Castle and Chapel 
Arrival: 9:25am 
 
Located just a few miles north of Oban, this is one of Scotland's oldest surviving 
stone castles, built on a massive rock overlooking the Firth of Lorn. You can walk 
the massive curtain walls, explore the broad battlements, and take a short walk 
through the trees to find the atmospheric 13th-century chapel ruin hidden in the 
woods. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 45 minutes to explore the castle and the chapel 
grounds. 
 
September Opening Times: Open daily from 9:30am to 4:30pm (Last entry 4:00pm).  
Costs: 
Online Advance: £7.50 Adult, £4.50 Child, £6.00 Senior. 
Walk-Up Gate Price: £8.50 Adult, £5.00 Child, £6.80 Senior. 
 
Parking: Free dedicated car park right at the castle entrance. 
 
Official Website: historicenvironment.scot 
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2) Glencoe Mountain Resort 
Arrival: 11:00am 
 
Located on the edge of Rannoch Moor, this resort is Scotland's oldest ski and 
mountain activity center. You'll board the scenic open-air chairlift, which takes you 
on a 12-minute journey up to 2,200 feet, offering panoramic views of the iconic peak 
of Buachaille Etive Mòr and the surrounding wild plateau. 
 
Time to Allocate: Budget about 1.5 hours to take the lift up, walk the accessible 
plateau paths to the viewpoint, and return. 
 
Prices: Chairlift return tickets are £20 for adults (£15 for children). 
 
Official Website: glencoemountain.co.uk 
 
 

3) Glen Etive Waterfall 
Arrival: 1:00pm 
 
A short drive off the main road leads down into the legendary Glen Etive (famously 
featured in Skyfall).  
 
This specific spot features a rushing mountain waterfall tumbling through a rocky 
gorge framed by dramatic mountain backdrops, offering a highly classic Highland 
view. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow 15 to 20 minutes for a quick walk and photos. 
 
Important Warning: Highland midges can be incredibly active and dense here 
during the summer months; keep car doors closed and apply insect repellent 
before stepping out. 
 
Coordinates: 56.625542, -4.905458 (Layby parking right near the river bend) 
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4) Glencoe Waterfall 
Arrival: 1:35pm 
 
Situated right alongside the main A82 highway, this is a famous viewpoint where 
three separate mountain torrents cascade down the rocky hillsides and merge into 
one river. The scenery is completely dominated by the towering, steep walls of the 
surrounding Glencoe peaks. 
 
Time to Allocate: 15 minutes is plenty to view the falls from the vantage point. 
 
Important Warning: Midges are common at this location as well. Be prepared to 
face them if the air is still. 
 
Coordinates: 56.662888, -4.964993 (A wide, dedicated tarmac layby parking area is 
located directly next to the viewpoint bridge) 
 
 

5) Fort William High Street 
Arrival: 2:30pm 
 
The pedestrianized High Street is the social hub of Fort William, lined with local gear 
shops, bookshops, and cafes.  
 
It is well worth taking the time here to completely stock up on groceries, snacks, 
and any essentials needed for your two-night cottage stay, as options directly inside 
the Glencoe valleys are much more limited. 
 
Dining Out Note: If you prefer not to cook at the cottage in the evenings, the town 
center and surrounding High Street feature a great selection of restaurants, pubs, 
and seafood spots, giving you plenty of options for dining out. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 1.5 to 2 hours to explore the High Street, browse the 
shops, and complete your grocery run at the Tesco Express located right on the 
street. 
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Parking Options & Pricing 

Closest Option (Middle Street / Viewforth Car Parks): Located right behind the High 
Street storefronts. These short-stay spaces give you immediate, flat pedestrian access 
straight to the shops, making them the most convenient choice when carrying heavy 
grocery bags back to the car. 
 
Rates: Free for the first 30 minutes, £1.00 for up to 1 hour, and £2.00 for up to 3 hours 
(maximum stay 3 hours). 
 
Most Affordable Long-Stay Option (An Aird No. 2 Car Park): Located just a short, flat 5-
minute walk away near the retail park and train station. It offers significantly cheaper rates 
if you want a relaxed afternoon without watching the clock. 
 
Rates: £2.00 for up to 2 hours, £3.00 for up to 4 hours, and just £4.00 for up to 10 hours. 
 
 

6) Rosewood Cottage 
Arrival: 4:45pm 
 
Head just up the hill from the town center to Argyll Road to check into your 
accommodation.  
 
Now that you are fully stocked up with supplies for your two-night stay, you have 
plenty of time to unpack, enjoy the elevated views out over Loch Linnhe, and relax 
for a couple of hours before dinner. 
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Day 4 – Fort William  
This morning, you'll gear up for an 8:30am departure from Rosewood Cottage on Argyll 
Road. Pushing the departure earlier gives you an excellent, stress-free time window north 
of town at Neptune’s Staircase, maximizing your chances of catching the massive canal 
locks transiting active vessel traffic.  

From there, you'll slide back into town to park and check into Fort William Station well 
before the mandatory boarding call for the legendary Jacobite Steam Train. 

After your classic 84-mile return steam journey across the iconic Glenfinnan Viaduct to the 
coastal port of Mallaig, you'll head straight to the Town Pier for your top afternoon priority: 
a relaxing evening cruise across the waters of Loch Linnhe.  

You'll wrap up the day right on the High Street for a casual pub dinner. 

 

1) Neptune’s Staircase 
Arrival: 8:40am 
 
Located just 10 minutes north of your cottage in Banavie, this is the longest 
staircase lock flight in Britain. Part of the Caledonian Canal, this impressive system 
of 8 interconnected locks raises boats 64 feet over a quarter-mile distance.  
 
Vessels looking to transit the canal system usually begin moving early to clear the 
locks before mid-day, so an early visit significantly ups your chances of seeing the 
hydraulic gates crank open and watching the massive stone chambers step water 
levels up or down. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to leisurely stroll the paved towpath, inspect the 
engineering up close, and snap photos looking back at Ben Nevis. 
 
Parking: Free dedicated Caledonian Canal car park right off the B8004. 
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2) Jacobite Steam Train 
Arrival at Station: 9:45am latest (For a 10:15am Sharp Departure) 
 
Widely considered the greatest railway journey on Earth, this historic steam train 
takes you on a spectacular route from the shadow of Ben Nevis down to the west 
coast. The absolute highlight occurs roughly 30 minutes into the journey when the 
train chugs across the magnificent 21-arch curved concrete Glenfinnan Viaduct, 
opening up jaw-dropping views of Loch Shiel.  
 
Arrival Window: Rolling into the station by 9:45am gives you a comfortable 30-
minute buffer to find your platform, soak in the steam-filled atmosphere, and take 
photos next to the locomotive before the strict boarding call. 
 
Mallaig Layover (12:25pm – 2:10pm): You’ll have nearly two hours to explore this 
working coastal fishing port. It’s the perfect time to grab fresh fish and chips by the 
harbor, explore the local shops, and look out toward the Isle of Skye. 
 
Return Arrival: The train pulls back into Fort William Station at 4:00pm. 
 
September Return Ticket Costs: Standard Class: £76 Adult (£43 Child) | First Class: 
£116 Adult (£76 Child).  
 
Note: Advanced online booking is mandatory as this train routinely sells out 
months in advance. 
 
Parking: Park your car at the long-stay An Aird No. 2 Car Park (£4.00 for up to 10 
hours), located just a short, flat 3-minute walk from the railway station entrance. 
 
Official Website: https://westcoastrailways.co.uk/jacobite/steam-train-trip  
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3) Cruise Loch Linnhe 
Arrival: 4:30pm (For a 5:00pm Sunset/Evening Sailing) 
 
Head straight over to the nearby Town Pier after your train pulls in. Stepping onto a 
family-run evening cruise out onto Loch Linnhe is your top priority for the afternoon. 
 
The 90-minute tour glides past local salmon farms, forested islands, and rugged 
coastlines, providing exceptional views of the Lochaber mountains bathed in the 
low late-afternoon light.  
 
Keep an eye out for local wildlife, including common seals and porpoises lounging 
on the rocky skerries. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 hours for the boat tour.  
 
September Sailing Note: Evening cruises depart the town pier daily at 5:00pm or 
7:00pm during the September season depending on specific twilight schedules. The 
5:00pm slot fits your train return perfectly. 
 
Costs: Standard tickets are approximately £28 for adults.  
 
Parking: Leave your vehicle at the An Aird car park from your train trip; the Town Pier 
is an easy, flat walk from there along the waterfront bypass. 
 
Official Website: cruiselochlinnhe.co.uk 
 
 

Winding down for Dinner 
It's been quite a full day, so it's time to keep things effortless: either wander down the 
pedestrian High Street to unwind at one of the highly rated dining hits from yesterday's list, 
or head straight back up to the cottage to throw together a feast using the groceries you 
stocked up on earlier. 
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Day 5 – Fort William to Skye 
This morning, you'll gear up for a 9:15am departure from Fort William to begin a truly 
spectacular journey north into the Highlands, tracking the Great Glen before cutting west 
toward the Isle of Skye.  

Today's route is an absolute feast for the eyes, taking you from quiet canal waterways to 
artisanal chocolate tasting on the shores of Loch Duich. You’ll stop to explore one of 
Scotland’s most iconic and photographed coastal castles, stock up on evening supplies at 
the edge of the Skye bridge, and navigate a stunning coastal drive packed with dramatic 
roadside viewpoints.  

Your day concludes at Kilmuir Park on the Isle of Skye, your base for the next phase of the 
adventure. 

 

1) Laggan Locks 
Arrival: 9:45am 
 
Located at the northern end of Loch Lochy, this is a beautiful, peaceful junction on 
the Caledonian Canal. It features a pair of historic locks cutting through the hillside, 
flanked by old canal-keeper cottages and dense pine forests. It's a fantastic, low-
stress spot to stretch your legs right at the start of the drive. 
 
Time to Allocate: 30 minutes to stroll the towpath and watch any early morning 
boats navigating the canal. 
 
Amenities: Look out for the Eagle Barge, a quirky floating pub/café moored right in 
the lock basin (perfect for a quick morning coffee if open). 
 
Parking: Free dedicated Forestry and Land Scotland parking right at the locks off 
the A82. 
 
Google Maps Location: 57.026112, -4.824964 
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2) Chocolates of Glenshiel 
Arrival: 11:00am 
 
As you leave the A82 and cut west onto the breathtaking A87 through the Five 
Sisters of Kintail mountain range, you’ll find this fantastic artisanal chocolate shop 
nestled right on the shores of Loch Duich.  
 
Every single chocolate is handmade locally, utilizing authentic Scottish ingredients 
like Highland single malt whisky, local gin, heather honey, and Scottish sea salt. 
 
Time to Allocate: 30 to 45 minutes to browse the shop, sample the unique flavors, 
and grab a rich hot chocolate or a barista coffee for the road. 
 
Why It's Worth a Stop: It’s a brilliant way to support a young, independent Highland 
business while picking up some high-end sweet treats for the cottage or gifts to take 
home. 
 
Official Website: chocolatesofglenshiel.com 
 
 

3) Eilean Donan Castle 
Arrival: 12:00pm 
 
Situated on an island where three great sea lochs meet (Loch Duich, Loch Long, and 
Loch Alsh), Eilean Donan is arguably the most recognizable and photographed 
castle in Scotland. Connected to the mainland by an iconic arched stone 
footbridge, this 13th-century stronghold was completely restored in the early 1900s 
and is packed with Jacobite history, historic weapons, and period artifacts. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow 1.5 hours to walk across the bridge, tour the interior rooms, 
and explore the outer defensive walls. 
 
September Opening Times: Open daily from 9:00am to 6:00pm (Last entry 
5:00pm). 
 
Costs: Tickets are roughly £12.00 for adults, £6.00 for children (under 5s are free), 
and £32.00 for a family ticket. 
 
Amenities: Features a large visitor center, a gift shop, and a coffee shop with 
panoramic views. 
 
Parking: Large dedicated parking lot right at the visitor center  
 
Official Website: eileandonancastle.com 
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4) Co-op Food – Kyle of Lochalsh 
Arrival: 1:45pm 
 
Situated right at the final gateway to the Isle of Skye before you cross the bridge, this 
large, well-stocked supermarket is your absolute best bet for picking up dinner 
ingredients, breakfast supplies, and road-trip snacks.  
 
Options on the island itself can be highly localized and more limited, making this a 
crucial, convenient supply run. 
 
Time to Allocate: 30 to 40 minutes to complete a comprehensive grocery stock-up. 
 
Parking: Large, free dedicated customer car park directly in front of the store. 
 
Google Maps Location: 57.280661, -5.717293 
 
 

5) Kilmuir Park 
Arrival at Accommodation: 3:00pm (flexible based on roadside stops) 
 
From Kyle of Lochalsh, you'll cross the Skye Bridge and embark on an incredibly 
scenic drive up the eastern flank of the island. The road winds past sweeping sea 
lochs, rugged mountain ridges, and classic Highland viewpoints, offering plenty of 
safe roadside laybys to pull over, stretch, and snap pictures of the wild landscape. 
 
The Photo Stops Along the Way: 
Sligachan Old Bridge: Pull over to view the famous old stone bridge framed perfectly 
by the jagged peaks of the Black Cuillin mountains. 
 
Loch Ainort Viewpoint: A fantastic coastal layby where the steep, conical Red 
Cuillin hills drop directly into the calm sea waters. 
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Day 6 – Exploring Skye 
This morning, you'll gear up for an 8:30am departure right from your base at Kilmuir Park, 
heading southwest to dive straight into the wild, raw landscapes of western Skye.  

Your day begins early at the foot of the Black Cuillin mountains, hiking alongside the 
famous crystal-clear, neon-blue Fairy Pools before the afternoon crowds arrive.  

From there, you'll head deep into the remote Duirinish Peninsula to stand on the edge of 
the world at Neist Point Lighthouse, taking in towering vertical sea cliffs and expansive 
Atlantic views.  

You’ll round out your loop of the west coast by stepping back through 800 years of 
Highland history at Dunvegan Castle, exploring its stunning formal gardens before heading 
back to the cottage for a relaxing evening. 

 

1) Fairy Pools 
Arrival: 9:15am 
 
Nestled at the foot of the dramatic Black Cuillin hills, the Fairy Pools are a 
mesmerizing series of crisp, crystal-clear rock pools and rushing waterfalls fed by 
mountain streams.  
 
Famous for their striking blue and green hues, they are a paradise for photographers 
and hikers alike.  
 
Getting here early ensures a peaceful walk before the tour buses roll in. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 to 2 hours for the round-trip walk. 
 
The Trail is a relatively straightforward, gravelly 1.5-mile out-and-back path. It 
includes a few simple stepping-stone river crossings that can be slick if it's been 
raining. 
 
Park at the main Forestry and Land Scotland car park (£6.00 fee). The road in 
through Glenbrittle is a long, winding single-track stretch. Drive slowly and utilize 
passing places. 
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2) Neist Point Lighthouse 
Arrival: 12:00pm 
 
Perched on the absolute westernmost tip of the Isle of Skye, Neist Point is legendary 
for its dramatic, sheer sea cliffs and the historic 1909 lighthouse that guards the 
craggy peninsula.  
 
The views across the Minch to the Outer Hebrides are staggering, and the cliffs are a 
premier spot for watching seabirds, whales, and basking sharks. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 hours to walk down to the lighthouse and explore the cliff 
edge. 
 
The path from the car park down to the lighthouse is fully paved but incredibly 
steep. The walk back up is a serious leg-burner! If someone in your party prefers to 
skip the steep descent, the views from the cliffside right next to the car park are 
equally breathtaking. 
 
Drive Note: The final 30-minute drive down the Glendale road is a demanding single-
track road with blind summits. Take your time. 
 
Lunch Tip: There are no food spots at the point itself; it's smart to pack snacks or a 
light picnic lunch from the Co-op to enjoy on the cliffs. 
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3) Dunvegan Castle & Gardens 
Arrival: 2:15pm 
 
Built on an elevated rock overlooking Loch Dunvegan, this is the ancestral seat of 
Clan MacLeod and the oldest continuously inhabited castle in Scotland, spanning 
over 800 years.  
 
Inside, you'll discover extraordinary clan treasures like the mystical Fairy Flag and 
the Dunvegan Cup, while the formal walled gardens offer a beautiful, lush oasis 
contrasting against Skye's wild moorlands. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 to 2 hours to tour the castle interior, stroll the extensive 
woodlands and formal gardens, and check out the gift shop. 
 
September Opening Times: Open daily from 10:00am to 5:30pm (Last entry 
5:00pm). 
Costs: Standard tickets for the Castle & Gardens are approximately £16.50 for 
adults and £11.50 for children. 
 
Optional Seal Boat Trip: Weather permitting, the castle runs short 25-minute boat 
trips from the pier out to a local seal colony on the loch for an extra fee (highly 
recommended if the sun is out). 
 
Official Website: dunvegancastle.com 
 
 

4) Kilmuir Park 
From Dunvegan Castle, it is an easy, smooth 30-minute drive back across the island 
directly to Kilmuir Park, putting you back at your base by roughly 4:45pm to relax 
and unwind. 
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Day 7 – Skye to Ullapool 
This morning, you'll gear up for a sharp 8:00am departure from Kilmuir Park for an absolute 
bucket-list driving day.  

You'll leave Skye behind with a brief photo-stop by the rugged ruins of Castle Moil Click to 
open side panel for more information , then cross to the mainland to stroll through the 
peaceful water gardens of Attadale Gardens. 

Important Itinerary Note: Today features an optional detour over the legendary 
Applecross Peninsula. This is an incredibly rewarding but intense driving experience. If 
anyone in the vehicle prefers to avoid highly technical single-track roads, is uncomfortable 
with steep drop-offs, or simply wants a shorter, more relaxed day, you can entirely bypass 
this loop. Skipping it shaves over 1.5 hours of intense driving off your day, allowing a 
seamless, direct cruise north toward the afternoon stops. 

In the afternoon, you'll track past the crashing waters of Victoria Falls on Loch Maree and 
stand over the dizzying depths of Corrieshalloch Gorge National Nature Reserve, before 
concluding your journey right on the waterfront at The Royal Hotel Click to open side panel 
for more information in Ullapool. 

1) Castle Moil 
Arrival: 9:00am 
 
Perched prominently on a rocky mound overlooking the Kyle Akin straits, this 
ancient, starkly ruined rectangular tower was the historic seat of Clan MacKinnon. 
 
The Path & Tidal Warning: Reaching the castle requires a short but notably tricky 
15-minute walk from the village. The route follows a narrow shoreline track that can 
become quite tight, muddy, and slippery after a classic Highland rain. Crucially, a 
section of the path crosses a low-lying gravel beach that can be completely 
submerged at high tide. If the water is up, you'll have to navigate slippery seaweed-
covered rocks to scramble around it. The final approach to the ruin itself is a short, 
steep, and punchy climb up a grassy knoll. 
 
Time to Allocate: 30 minutes to stroll the shoreline path and take in the panoramic 
views of the ruins, the harbor, and the nearby Skye Bridge. 
 
Logistics: Entirely free, open-air historical landmark site. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.272654, -5.729310  
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2) Attadale Gardens 
Arrival: 10:00am 
 
Tucked away on the shores of Loch Carron, this beautiful 20-acre estate garden 
offers a peaceful, sheltered oasis. It features spectacular water gardens, Monet-
style bridges, old-growth rhododendrons, and clear paths looking right across the 
sea loch to the hills of Skye. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour to wander the diverse pathways and water features. 
 
September Opening Times: Open daily from 10:00am to 5:30pm. 
 
Costs: Standard tickets are approximately £10.00 for adults. 
 
Parking: Free dedicated visitor parking right at the entrance. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.392736, -5.450060 
 
Official Website: attadalegardens.com 
 
 

3) Applecross 
Arrival: 11:45am (If choosing this route) 
 
Leaving Attadale, you'll reach the Kishorn junction where you can choose to 
confront the Bealach na Bà (Pass of the Cattle).  
 
This is Britain's most famous single-track mountain pass, climbing 2,053 feet via 
tight, Alpine-style hairpin switchbacks to drop you down into the beautiful coastal 
community of Applecross. 
 
 DRIVER WARNING (STEEP DROPS & TECHNICAL ROADS): This pass is an elite 
driving experience, but it is not fit for anyone who is uncomfortable managing tight 
single-track roads, handling blind summits, or nervous around sheer, unfenced 
mountain drops. It requires total concentration and advanced spatial awareness to 
use passing places properly. 
 
The Skip Option: If you prefer an easier, shorter, and less exhausting day, skip 
Applecross entirely. Instead of turning toward Kishorn, stay on the main A896 and 
A832 direct to Victoria Falls. This bypasses the hairpin pass completely, saves over 
1.5 hours of driving, and drops your afternoon arrival times significantly. 
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Visiting Details (If Proceeding): 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour and 45 minutes for the drive, a high-altitude photo stop at 
the viewpoint summit, and a casual pub lunch at the famous Applecross Inn or the 
Walled Garden Cafe. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.432321, -5.811554 (Shorefront public parking in 
Applecross). 
 
 

4) Victoria Falls 
Arrival: 3:00pm (If Applecross loop was taken) / 1:00pm (If skipped) 
 
Heading north along the majestic shores of Loch Maree, this beautiful, cascading 
waterfall drops down a series of rocky steps hidden within an ancient, native Scots 
pine woodland. 
 
Time to Allocate: 25 minutes. It is a highly convenient, low-effort roadside stop. 
 
The Trail: A very short, flat, and well-maintained 5-minute gravel path leads from the 
car park directly to a dedicated wooden viewing platform overlooking the falls and 
the loch. 
 
Logistics: Managed by Forestry and Land Scotland. Free entry. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.681127, -5.535201 (Dedicated roadside car park 
right off the A832). 
 
Official Website: forestryandland.gov.scot/visit/victoria-falls 
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5) Corrieshalloch Gorge National Nature Reserve 
Arrival: 4:15pm (With Applecross) / 2:15pm (If skipped) 
 
This is a jaw-dropping, box-canyon slot gorge carved out by glacial meltwater 
thousands of years ago. The River Droma rushes through the narrow, 200-foot-deep 
chasm, culminating in the dramatic, crashing 150-foot Falls of Measach. 
 
Adventurous visitors can step directly onto a Victorian suspension bridge dangling 
right over the canyon. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to explore the flat woodland trails and walk across the 
suspension bridge to the cantilevered viewing platform. 
 
Logistics: Free entry to the paths, with a £5.00 parking fee at the upgraded visitor 
hub (free for NTS members). 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.752310, -5.011963 
 
Official Website: nts.org.uk/visit/places/corrieshalloch-gorge 
 
 

6) The Royal Hotel 
Arrival: 5:30pm (With Applecross) / 3:30pm (If skipped) 
 
Welcome to Ullapool!  
 
Your driving journey concludes directly on the waterfront at this contemporary, 
historic hotel property.  
 
Exact Location: 57.897110, -5.153525  
 
Official Website: royalhotel-ullapool.com 
 

Post Check-In Task: Promenade Walk & Seal Spotting 
After getting settled, take a scenic stroll along the Ullapool promenade and the rocky 
beach fronting the harbor. Keep a close watch on the water, as this is a fantastic spot to 
see resident seals bobbing near the shore or following the fishing boats as they come in. 
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Dining Details 
The hotel features an excellent Italian restaurant and two vibrant local bars serving up fresh 
local produce and great malts. 

Alternatively, you're a 2-minute flat walk from the rest of Ullapool's iconic harbor front 
eateries. If you are craving classic takeaway to eat by the water, grab portions from local 
fish and chip shops like Delicasea Fish & Chips. 

You can also snag incredibly fresh local catches from the Seafood Shack or sit down for a 
full traditional meal at The Seaforth. 
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Day 8 – Ullapool to Wick 
This morning, you'll gear up for an 8:45am departure from Ullapool to take on the most 
rugged, exposed, and spectacularly remote driving leg of the entire trip.  

Heading deep into the far northwest corner of Scotland along the North Coast 500 route, 
you'll cross the architectural marvel of the Kylesku Bridge before making a clear run for the 
edge of the Atlantic.  

Your afternoon is packed with dramatic coastal scenery: walking the sweeping golden 
sands of Durness Beach and exploring the colossal, sea-carved limestone caverns of 
Smoo Cave.  

Because these northern roads are intensely demanding (winding, narrow single-tracks that 
require immense concentration), you'll take a highly needed coffee and cake break at 
Bettyhill to recharge your batteries.  

From there, you’ll skirt the northern cliffs to stock up on evening supplies in Thurso before 
finishing the day at your peaceful base, Whitehouse Park near Wick. 

 

1) Kylesku Bridge 
Arrival: 9:45am 
 
This striking, award-winning curved concrete box-girder bridge sweeps elegantly 
across the beautiful waters of Loch a' Chàirn Bhàin.  
 
Built in 1984 to replace a historic, tiny timber ferry, it is one of the most iconic, 
visually arresting landmarks along the entire northwest coast and is framed by the 
ancient, rugged mountains of Assynt. 
 
Time to Allocate: 20 minutes to stretch your legs, take a fast walk to the viewpoint, 
and snap some clean landscape photos of the structure. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.257538, -5.027073 (Large gravel viewpoint car park 
situated on the north side of the bridge). 
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2) Durness Beach 
Arrival: 11:15am 
 
Perched right on the absolute northern rim of the Scottish mainland, this 
spectacular beach features sweeping expanses of pristine golden sand flanked by 
towering, rugged rock stacks and dramatic clifftops.  
 
The turquoise waters look almost tropical on a clear day, contrasting wildly against 
the raw elements of the North Atlantic. 
 
Time to Allocate: 30 minutes for a refreshing beach stroll or to take in the panoramic 
coastal views from the clifftop wooden viewing platforms. 
 
Completely free public beach. Public toilets are available nearby at the tourist 
information center. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.567963, -4.739881 (Dedicated clifftop parking 
overlooking the bay). 
 
 

3) Smoo Cave 
Arrival: 11:55am 
 
A massive, uniquely dramatic sea cave carved deep into the local limestone cliffs. 
Smoo Cave features one of the largest entrances of any sea cave in Britain, leading 
into a series of dark, echoing inner caverns where an underground river crashes 
down into an enclosed pool as a booming 65-foot waterfall. 
 
 WARNING (STEEP STAIRS): Accessing the cave interior from the clifftop car park 
requires descending a long, steep flight of wooden and stone stairs built directly 
into the side of the gorge.  
 
The walk back up to the car is a strenuous, heart-pumping climb. If anyone in your 
party has limited mobility or knee issues, they can opt to skip the descent and enjoy 
excellent views of the rugged ocean inlet right from the level paths at the top. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to walk down, explore the massive forward cavern via 
the wooden boardwalks, and hike back up. 
Logistics: Accessing the main cave chamber is completely free and open year-
round. (Optional, weather-dependent guided rubber dinghy tours further into the 
deep inner chambers are run locally for a small cash fee). 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.563427, -4.721092 (Pay-and-display car park directly 
above the gorge). 
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4) Clachan Cafe 
Arrival: 1:30pm 
 
Driving the extreme northern edge of the NC500 is a highly rewarding but incredibly 
exhausting task. The roads are a technical mix of steep gradients, sharp corners, 
and endless single-track stretches with blind summits that require your full 
concentration.  
 
Pulling into the elevated village of Bettyhill, this bright, incredibly welcoming local 
cafe is a crucial, non-negotiable stop to rest your eyes, stretch your legs, and re-
energize. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to completely unwind. 
 
The Vibe: Famous for serving up exceptional barista coffees, premium loose-leaf 
teas, fresh homemade soups, loaded sandwiches, and a fantastic array of locally 
baked cakes and traybakes. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.528430, -4.207050 (Dedicated customer parking 
directly in front of the cafe). 
 
Official Website: facebook.com/theclachancafe 
 
 

5) Tesco – Thurso 
Arrival: 3:15pm 
 
Dropping back onto smooth two-lane roads, you’ll roll into Thurso, the 
northernmost town on the British mainland.  
 
This large, comprehensive supermarket is your absolute last chance to pick up 
high-quality groceries, fresh dinner ingredients, and breakfast supplies before 
heading to your remote countryside accommodation.  
 
It also serves as the perfect spot to stretch your legs and break up the final hour of 
travel. 
 
Time to Allocate: 35 minutes to complete a full grocery haul and use the facilities. 
 
Logistics: Features a large customer car park, fuel station, and automated click-
and-collect facilities. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.590408, -3.516949 
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6) Whitehouse Park 
Welcome to your final destination for the day!  
 
Located in a peaceful rural setting just outside of Wick (Postcode: KW1 4NX), this 
comfortable, spacious bungalow property offers the ultimate quiet escape after a 
highly demanding day behind the wheel.  
 
Exact Coordinates: 58.443463, -3.083097 (Private dedicated driveway parking 
directly at the property). 
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Day 9 – Wick & Thurso 
This morning starts at 8:45am from Malva Bungalow. You'll head to the coast to see the 
cliffside ruins of Castle Sinclair Girnigoe, followed by a drive north to John O'Groats for 
souvenirs and a coastal walk.  

After a quick stop next door at Puffin Croft Petting Zoo, you'll drive out to Dunnet Head (the 
true northernmost point of the mainland) before wrapping up the afternoon with a tour at 
Old Pulteney Distillery in Wick. 

 

1) Castle Sinclair Girnigoe 
Arrival: 9:00am 
 
These medieval castle ruins sit on a narrow cliff peninsula jutting into Sinclair’s Bay.  
 
The site features steep vertical drops into the sea, defensive walls, and distinct 
coastal rock formations. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour. It requires an exposed 15-minute coastal walk from the car 
park along the clifftops to reach the castle entrance. 
 
Logistics: Free access, managed by the Clan Sinclair Trust. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.475730, -3.057349 
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2) John o’Groats  
Arrival: 10:30am 
 
The traditional endpoint of Great Britain’s longest journey, featuring a small harbor, 
colorful buildings, and views across the Pentland Firth to Orkney. 
 
Shopping, Memorial & Hidden Trail: 
Souvenirs: The "First and Last in Scotland" shop has a massive inventory and is 
widely known as one of the most affordable spots for gifts and mementos. 
The Path: Directly behind the souvenir shop is a local memorial and a metal gate. 
This gate opens onto a quiet, scenic coastal walking trail that follows the grassy 
shoreline away from the main tourist area.  
 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour and 15 minutes for shopping, photos at the signpost, and 
the walk. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.643201, -3.069469 
 
Official Website: visitjohnogroats.com 
 
 

3) Puffin Croft Petting Farm 
Arrival: 11:50am 
 
A small, family-run farm located just up the road from the main John O'Groats 
harbor area.  
 
It houses a variety of friendly, rescued farm animals including miniature donkeys, 
micro-pigs, goats, and rabbits. 
 
Time to Allocate: 40 minutes. 
 
Costs: Entry is around £4–£5 per person, with bags of feed available at the entrance. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.637422, -3.067772 
 
Official Website: puffincroft.com 
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4) Dunnet Head 
Arrival: 12:55pm 
 
The true northernmost point of the British mainland. The site features a 300-foot 
vertical cliff face, an 1831 Stevenson lighthouse, and old WWII radar station 
structures that look out directly across the Pentland Firth to the Orkney hills. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to explore the cliff viewpoints and old military ruins. 
 
Logistics: Free access. The area is also an RSPB nature reserve for coastal seabirds. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.669860, -3.375250 
 
Official Website: rspb.org.uk/dunnet-head 
 
 

5) Old Pulteney Distillery 
Arrival: 2:30pm 
 
Established in 1826, this is one of the most northerly distilleries on the mainland. Its 
coastal location exposes the warehouses to sea winds, giving the single malt its 
signature briny character, often called "The Maritime Malt." 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 to 2 hours. 
 
 Driver Notice: Let the staff know if you are driving; they will package your tasting 
pours into small driver's takeaway bottles to drink later at the bungalow. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.434965, -3.085081 (Huddart Street). 
 
Official Website: oldpulteney.com 
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Day 10 – Wick to Inverness 
This morning, you'll gear up for a 7:45am departure from your northern base, hitting the 
road early to catch the crisp morning light at your first stop.  

Today features an incredible, high-contrast driving route. You'll start by tackling the steep, 
historic sea cliffs of Caithness before moving on to a magnificent coastal castle.  

From there, you'll track south past a striking beachside monument, cut inland to hit the 
legendary ruins of Loch Ness, and wrap up the evening checking into your guest house and 
taking a peaceful stroll along the River Ness. 

 

1) Whaligoe Steps 
Arrival: 9:00am 
 
A historic, steep staircase of 330 stone steps zig-zagging down a sheer cliff face into 
a natural harbor that was used by herring boats in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
 
 SAFETY WARNING (NOT FOR THE FAINT-HEARTED): This descent features 
steep drop-offs, uneven stone steps, and can be highly slippery when wet. It 
requires extreme caution, stable footwear, and full concentration. If anyone in your 
party is uncomfortable with heights or has limited mobility, they can safely skip the 
descent and view the dramatic cliff geology from the level paths near the top. 
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to complete the descent, explore the old stone binn 
platform at the bottom, and make the strenuous climb back up. 
 
Logistics: Completely free public site. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 58.346366, -3.163501 (Very limited roadside parking 
spaces near the old schoolhouse; please park considerately). 
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2) Dunrobin Castle 
Arrival: 10:45am 
 
Scotland’s most northerly great house, looking less like a rugged fortress and more 
like a soaring French château with its dramatic conical spires.  
 
It features magnificent, formal French-style gardens that sweep beautifully right 
down to the edge of the sea, and a grand, high-ceilinged interior layout. 
 
Time to Allocate: Allow about 2 hours to thoroughly explore the interior rooms, the 
museum, and the seaside gardens. 
 
September/October Opening Hours: Open daily from 10:30am to 5:00pm (Last 
entry at 4:00pm). Arriving at 10:45am catches the morning flow perfectly right after 
the gates open. 
 
Costs: £15.50 Adult, £9.00 Child, £13.50 Senior/Student. Tickets include complete 
entry to the castle, museum, and gardens. 
 
Parking: Ample free dedicated parking layout right at the main castle gates. 
 
Official Website: dunrobincastle.co.uk 
 
 

3) Mermaid of the North 
Arrival: 1:30pm 
 
Sitting on a rocky outcrop in the sea just off the shoreline of Balintore, this striking 
10-foot-high bronze statue was originally created as part of a local arts trail. 
Depending on the tide, the mermaid is either completely surrounded by ocean 
water or fully exposed on the shoreline rocks. 
 
Time to Allocate: 25 minutes for a short shoreline walk and photos. 
 
Logistics: Free public viewpoint. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.759075, -3.903167 (Public parking area right next to 
the harbor and beach front). 
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4) Urquhart Castle 
Arrival: 3:15pm 
 
These historic ruins sit on Strone Point, commanding wide views over the deepest 
waters of Loch Ness. The site includes a medieval grant tower, prison cells, and a 
visitor center detailing its centuries of conflict during the Scottish Wars of 
Independence. 
 
 CRITICAL NOTICE (BOOK IN ADVANCE): This is one of the most heavily visited 
historic sites in Scotland. You must pre-book your timed entry tickets online before 
arriving. Walk-up tickets are routinely sold out during peak seasons, and entry will 
be denied without a pre-purchased voucher. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour and 30 minutes to explore the ruins, climb the tower, and 
browse the visitor exhibition. 
 
Logistics: Managed by Historic Environment Scotland. Paid entry. 
 
Exact Parking Coordinates: 57.324292, -4.444580 (Dedicated visitor parking; 
access is strictly controlled based on your ticket entry time slot). 
 
Official Website: historicenvironment.scot/urquhart-castle 
 
 

5) Haste Ye Back 
Arrival: 5:15pm 
 
Welcome to Inverness! You’ll head straight to your city-center accommodation at 
Haste Ye Back.  
 
Arriving at this hour gives you plenty of daylight to unload your bags, park the car, 
get fully settled, and relax after a busy driving leg. 
 
Exact Location Details: 
 
Exact Coordinates: 57.479590, -4.236731 
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6) River Ness 
The Plan: Once you are ready to head back out, take a relaxing walk along the Ness 
Walk promenade, which runs directly along both sides of the River Ness. The route 
takes you past the towering Inverness Castle and across the Victorian footbridges. 
 
The Evening Atmosphere: As dusk settles, the city's historic suspension bridges 
(like the Greig Street Bridge and Ness Bridge are fully illuminated with vibrant light 
displays reflecting across the water. 
 
Dinner: The promenade is lined with several of Inverness's top independent 
restaurants, offering an easy way to browse menus and find a table right on the 
riverfront. 
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Day 11 – Inverness 
Today is a complete break from the driver's seat. Leaving the car parked at Haste Ye Back, 
you'll spend the entire day exploring Inverness completely on foot and via the open-top 
City Sightseeing Hop-On Hop-Off Bus.  

Your morning starts with a short walk into the town center to board the tour loop at its 
primary departure hub at 10:15am. From there, the bus takes you out to the serene 
Inverness Botanic Gardens.  

After completing the scenic loop via the Caledonian Canal and Loch Ness approach, you'll 
jump off right in the heart of town.  

Your afternoon transitions from a dive into regional history at the Inverness Museum and 
Art Gallery to a massive, unhurried block of shopping, hitting the artisan, independent 
stalls of the Victorian Market right in time for lunch before winding down with high-street 
brands at the Eastgate Shopping Centre. 

 

1) City Sightseeing  
Departure: 10:15am 
 
A convenient open-top double-decker bus tour that loops through the city's main 
historic sights, providing an easy way to navigate Inverness without dealing with 
traffic or town center parking. 
 
Catching the Coach: 
Leave Haste Ye Back around 9:30am for a pleasant 15-minute walk (approx. 1.2 km) 
southeast across the River Ness straight into the city center. You will board directly 
at the main starting hub, Stop 1 (Bus Station, Stance 6). 
 
Time to Allocate: You will use this ticket flexibly throughout the morning. 
 
Logistics: Tickets are valid for 24 hours. The official tour schedule begins with this 
first continuous departure loop at 10:15am. 
 
Stop 1 Coordinates: 57.480870, -4.225515 
 
Official Website: city-sightseeing.com/en/93/inverness 
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2) Inverness Botanic Gardens 
Arrival: 10:50am 
 
The gardens feature a diverse outdoor sensory garden, a large wildflower meadow, 
a dedicated cactus house, and a humid tropical glasshouse complete with an 
indoor waterfall and koi carp ponds. 
 
Getting There from the Bus: You will need to hop off the coach at Stop 5 (Bught 
Park). 
 
Directions to Entrance: When you step off the bus on Bught Road, walk briefly 
southwest toward Bught Lane. Turn right onto Bught Lane and follow the pedestrian 
path straight for about 2 minutes; the main entrance gates to the gardens will be 
clearly visible directly ahead of you. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1 hour to explore the glasshouses and outdoor pathways at a 
leisurely pace. 
 
Logistics: Completely free entry (donations are welcome). The site includes a small 
plant shop and a quiet cafe run by a local charity. 
 
Exact Entrance Coordinates: 57.463185, -4.240454 
 
Official Website: highlifehighland.com/inverness-botanic-gardens 
 
 

3) Castlehill Park 
Departure: 11:50am 
 
Board back onto the bus at Stop 5 to complete the rest of the scenic loop, which 
takes you out to the picturesque locks at Dochgarroch before looping back into the 
heart of town. 
 
To optimize the walking flow of your afternoon, do not ride the bus all the way back 
to the station. Instead, hop off early at Stop 2 (Bridge Street). This drops you 
directly at the base of Castle Hill, right where your afternoon walking itinerary 
begins. 
 
Time to Allocate: Roughly 45 minutes of relaxed riding from the gardens through the 
scenic outskirts. 
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4) Inverness Museum & Art Gallery 
Arrival: 12:35pm  
 
Located right at the foot of Castle Hill, this museum offers an excellent look into 
Highland life, featuring Jacobite memorabilia, historic Pictish stones, and local 
contemporary artwork.  
 
Getting There from the Bus:  
When you step off at Stop 2 (Bridge Street), walk just a few steps onto Castle Wynd. 
The pedestrian entrance to the museum is located right at the base of the hill on 
your right, less than a minute from the bus stop.  
 
Time to Allocate: 45 minutes to 1 hour to browse the historic galleries and art 
collections.  
 
Logistics: Free entry (donations appreciated). Fully indoor, accessible, and features 
a quiet café.  
 
Exact Entrance Coordinates: 57.477084, -4.225138  
 
Official Website: highlifehighland.com/inverness-museum-and-art-gallery 

 
 

5) The Victorian Market 
Arrival: 1:30pm 
 
Originally constructed in 1870, this beautifully restored historic indoor market 
features an ornate cast-iron roof and landmark wooden clock, serving as a vibrant 
hub for local independent businesses, specialty crafters, and food. 
 
Getting There from the Museum: 
Head north down Castle Wynd, cross the pedestrian walkway onto Church Street, 
and take a right toward Academy Street. It is a completely flat, direct 4-minute walk 
(roughly 300 meters) between the two locations. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 hours. Arriving here at 1:30pm hits the sweet spot for a lunch 
break inside the Market Hall food court to try some local street food and artisan 
coffee before exploring the independent gift shops. 
 
Exact Market Coordinates: 57.479235, -4.224529 
 
Official Website: thevictorianmarket.co.uk 
 



  
 

  43 of 56
 

6) Eastgate Shopping Centre 
Arrival: 3:00pm 
 
The major indoor retail hub of the Highlands, offering a complete change of pace 
with a vast selection of popular high-street brands, department stores, clothing 
outlets, and cafes. 
 
Getting There from the Market: 
Exit the market back onto Academy Street, turn left, and walk straight into the High 
Street pedestrian zone. The main indoor entrance to the Eastgate complex is just a 
3-minute walk (250 meters) east down the road. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 hours. This leaves you with a relaxed afternoon to shop, sit 
down for a coffee, and wander at your own pace without any rush. 
 
Logistics: Fully covered indoor shopping complex with public facilities. 
 
Exact Main Entrance Point: 57.478332, -4.221612 
 
Official Website: eastgateshopping.co.uk 

From Eastgate, it’s a direct 10-minute walk back northwest to Haste Ye Back to unpack 
your shopping bags, unwind, and give your feet a rest. 
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Day 12 – Inverness to Edinburgh 
Today you trade the wild, expansive tranquility of the Highlands for the historic, bustling 
energy of Edinburgh. Leaving Haste Ye Back bright and early with an 8:30am departure, the 
drive south along the A9 is structured with two incredible milestones to keep the journey 
engaging.  

Your morning is spent among rare sub-arctic wildlife in the Cairngorms, followed by a 
midday stop to witness an iconic engineering feat in Perthshire. 

By afternoon, you will transition seamlessly into city life: dropping your luggage off right in 
central Edinburgh before returning your vehicle, leaving you completely foot-loose to start 
exploring the historic streets of the capital by evening. 

 

1) Highland Wildlife Park 
Arrival: 9:15am 
 
Set within the Cairngorms National Park, this sprawling 105-hectare reserve lets 
you experience majestic tundra and mountain wildlife. The park features a brilliant 
drive-through safari section alongside beautiful, accessible walking boardwalks.  
 
Arriving right around the quiet morning opening window lets you explore the drive-
through reserve smoothly, viewing bison, elk, and wild horses. Afterward, park up 
and hit the walking trails to see Scotland's only polar bears, rare Scottish wildcats, 
and red pandas. 
 
Time to Allocate: 2 hours.  
 
Logistics: On-site parking, a visitor center cafe, and fully accessible paths. 
 
Exact Coordinates: 57.109737, -3.967677 
 
Official Website: highlandwildlifepark.org.uk 
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2) Pitlochry Dam Visitor Centre 
Arrival: 12:15pm 
 
A fascinating pitstop breaking up the drive south along the A9. This massive hydro-
electric dam features a famous 310-meter river ladder built to help thousands of 
Atlantic salmon migrate upstream to Loch Faskally every year.  
 
Walk across the top of the dam to view the continuous pools of the fish ladder. 
Afterward, head into the free multimedia visitor center to see the salmon tracking 
screens before grabbing a light lunch on the cafe balcony overlooking the river. 
 
Time to Allocate: 1.5 hours (incorporating lunch). 
 
Exact Coordinates: 56.697746, -3.733590 
 
Official Website: pitlochrydam.com 
 
 

3) Luggage Drop 
Arrival: 3:15pm 
 
Head straight into central Edinburgh to drop off your heavy bags before dealing with 
the car return logistics. 
 
Pull up temporarily outside your accommodation, quickly drop your bags and gear 
off with your partner, and keep the car moving straight toward the rental return to 
avoid any city-center parking fees. 
 
 

4) Car Return 
Arrival: 3:45pm 
 
Drive the vehicle over to the Seafield branch (unless booked differently) on the 
eastern coast of the city to finalize your rental return. 
 
Hand over the keys and complete the quick return inspection. Returning the car 
now means you are completely free from the hassle of city driving, navigation, and 
pricey central Edinburgh parking for the remainder of your trip. 
 
Exact Branch Location: 55.966750, -3.142580 (Seafield Road). 
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Getting back to the City Centre 
Departure: 4:15pm 
 
With the car successfully handed back, you are officially a pedestrian. Getting back 
to your central base from Seafield is fast and painless. 
 
Transit Options: 
 Lothian Buses (Lines 12 or 26): Catch the bus directly from the main road 

outside the branch. It runs a highly frequent, direct line straight back up to 
London Road / Princes Street in 15–20 minutes. Simply tap-to-pay with a 
contactless card or phone when boarding. 
 

 Taxi / Uber: A quick hail will drop you right at your accommodation door in 10–15 
minutes. 

 

Rejoin your party at the accommodation, tie up your walking shoes, and step right out to 
explore the stunning architecture of the capital. 

Spend the late afternoon wandering the historic cobblestones of the Royal Mile, exploring 
the steep hidden closes (alleys), or taking an atmospheric stroll through Princes Street 
Gardens right beneath the dramatic volcanic cliffs of Edinburgh Castle. 

Logistics: Entirely on foot; take it slow and enjoy the incredible shift from rural highlands to 
gothic cityscapes. 
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Day 13 onwards 
Since your time in the city is completely flexible, you can cherry-pick from these options 
depending on how long you stay, your daily pacing, and the weather. 

 Edinburgh Castle 
 Camera Obscura & World of Illusions 
 The Scotch Whisky Experience 
 The Royal Mile 
 Ross Fountain & Princess Street Gardens 
 Princess Street 
 Calton Hill 
 Dean Village 
 Leith 
 Arthur’s Seat 

And most of all... Just enjoy the place! 
Look up, step off the main thoroughfares, and let yourself get a little lost.  
Edinburgh’s true magic is found in its atmosphere: grabbing an artisan coffee in an old stone 
vault, listing to a lone piper echoing down a close, or watching the evening light turn the 
gothic architecture deep amber.  
Take your time, don't over-schedule, and just soak it all in :) 
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Master Attraction Reference Table 
Please Note: The admission prices, opening hours, and parking details listed below were correct at the time of creation and are 
updated quarterly. However, because venues can change their schedules, operational windows, or seasonal pricing without 
notice, we highly recommend checking the official websites (linked within the daily itinerary) to confirm the latest information 
before your visit. 

Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

The Kelpies Free (Grounds) 24 Hours (Visitor Centre: 
10:00am - 5:00pm) 

Ample paid parking available on-site.  
Features public toilets and snack 
stands. 

The Falkirk Wheel 

Free (Grounds) 

Boat Tour: £17.95 Adult 
/ £9.80 Child 

10:00am - 5:30pm (Final 
boat tour typically at 
4:30pm) 

Watching from the water basin is free.  
Pre-booking online is highly 
recommended for boat tours. 

Battle of 
Bannockburn Visitor 
Centre 

Free (Outdoor Park) 

Indoor Centre: £9.50 
Adult / £1.00 Young Scot 

Park: 24 Hours 

Visitor Centre: 10:00am - 
5:00pm 

Located right adjacent to the King 
Robert Hotel.  
Immersive indoor center closes at 
5:00pm. 

Sea Life Loch 
Lomond Aquarium 

Paid entry (Check online 
for dynamic booking 
rates). ~£19 Adult 

10:00am - 5:00pm (Last 
entry 4:00pm) 

Ample free parking on-site at the Loch 
Lomond Shores complex. Includes a 
rooftop café. 
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Falls of Falloch Free 24 Hours 
Small, dedicated gravel parking layout 
right off the A82.  
Free, but fills up fast during peak hours. 

St Conan’s Kirk Free (Donations 
welcome) 

9:00am - 6:00pm 
(Summer hours) 

Free layby parking right outside the 
main gates along the A85.  
Small adjacent soup/coffee shop. 

McCaig’s Tower Free 24 Hours 

Small, free car park at the base of the 
tower.  
Note: The final driving road up from 
Oban is quite steep. 

Dunstaffnage 
Castle and Chapel 

Advance: £7.50 Adult / 
£4.50 Child 
Gate: £8.50 Adult / 
£5.00 Child 

Daily: 9:30am - 4:30pm 
(Last entry 4:00pm) 

Free dedicated car park right at the 
castle entrance. 

Glencoe Mountain 
Resort 

Chairlift Return: £20 
Adult / £15 Child 

9:00am - 5:00pm 
(Chairlift operational 
window) 

Large on-site parking area.  
High midge activity common at the 
base during summer. 
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Glen Etive & 
Glencoe Waterfalls Free 24 Hours 

Dedicated roadside tarmac/gravel 
laybys right next to viewpoints.  
High midge warning. 

Fort William Town 
Car Parks 

Middle Street / 
Viewforth: £1.00/hr, 
£2.00/3-hr max 

An Aird No. 2: £2.00/2-
hr, £3.00/4-hr, 
£4.00/10-hr 

Pay & Display RingGo / 
Cash Control (Typically 
8:00am - 6:00pm) 

Middle Street: Best for quick grocery 
runs.  
An Aird No. 2: Best affordable long-stay 
option for the train/cruise. 

Neptune’s Staircase Free 24 Hours 
Free dedicated Caledonian Canal car 
park right off the B8004.  
Paved towpaths. 

Jacobite Steam 
Train 

Standard: £76 Adult / 
£43 Child 

First Class: £116 Adult / 
£76 Child 

Morning Departure: 
10:15am Sharp (Arrive by 
9:45am latest) 

Advance online booking is mandatory 
months ahead.  
Use An Aird No. 2 long-stay car park. 

Cruise Loch Linnhe Standard Ticket: ~£28 
Adult 

September Evening 
Sailings: 

5:00pm or 7:00pm 

Departs from Town Pier.  
Park at An Aird car park and walk over 
via the waterfront bypass. 



  
 

  51 of 56
 

Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Laggan Locks Free 24 Hours 
Free dedicated Forestry and Land 
Scotland parking off the A82.  
Home to the Eagle Barge café. 

Chocolates of 
Glenshiel 

Free entry (Pay per 
purchase) 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Dedicated roadside customer parking 
directly in front of the shop on the 
shores of Loch Duich. 

Eilean Donan Castle 

~£12.00 Adult / £6.00 
Child 

Family Ticket: ~£32.00 

Daily: 9:00am - 6:00pm 
(Last entry 5:00pm) 

Large dedicated parking lot at the visitor 
center (small pay-and-display fee 
applies). 

Fairy Pools Free (Trails) 24 Hours 

Main Forestry & Land Scotland car park 
fee: £6.00.  
Access road is a long, winding single-
track. 

Neist Point 
Lighthouse Free 24 Hours 

Free clifftop parking.  
Concrete path down is incredibly steep; 
the walk back up is a strenuous climb. 

Dunvegan Castle & 
Gardens 

Castle & Gardens: 
£16.50 Adult / £11.50 
Child 

Daily: 10:00am - 5:30pm 
(Last entry 5:00pm) Free dedicated visitor parking.  
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Optional seal boat trips available from 
the castle pier for an extra fee. 

Castle Moil Free 24 Hours (Subject to 
tides) 

Exact parking coordinates: 57.272654, -
5.729310.  
Path is tidal and slippery; can be cut off 
at high tide. 

Attadale Gardens ~£10.00 Adult Daily: 10:00am - 5:30pm 
Free dedicated visitor parking. 
Features gravel pathways, water 
gardens, and Monet bridges. 

Victoria Falls (Loch 
Maree) Free 24 Hours 

Free dedicated roadside car park right 
off the A832.  
Short, flat 5-minute walk to the 
platform. 

Corrieshalloch 
Gorge 

Free (Paths) 

Parking: £5.00 (Free for 
NTS) 

24 Hours (Visitor hub 
open daytime) 

Upgraded visitor center hub with 
automated pay terminals.  
Features a suspension bridge. 

Kylesku Bridge 
Viewpoint Free 24 Hours 

Large gravel viewpoint car park situated 
on the north side of the bridge 
structure. 
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Durness Beach Free 24 Hours 
Free dedicated clifftop parking 
overlooking the bay.  
Public toilets available at tourist center. 

Smoo Cave 

Free (Main Cave) 

Inner Cave Boat Tour: 
Small cash fee 

24 Hours (Boat tours 
weather-dependent) 

Pay-and-display car park directly above 
the gorge.  
Requires descending/climbing a long, 
steep staircase. 

Clachan Cafe 
(Bettyhill) 

Free entry (Pay per 
purchase) 

9:00am - 4:00pm (Varies 
seasonally) 

Dedicated customer parking directly in 
front of the cafe.  
Excellent stop to break up NC500 
driving fatigue. 

Castle Sinclair 
Girnigoe Free 24 Hours 

Free public access car park.  
Requires an exposed 15-minute flat 
coastal walk along the cliff edge. 

John o’Groats Free 24 Hours (Shops vary) 

Standard public car park near the 
harbour.  
Low-cost souvenirs available at "First 
and Last" shop. 
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Puffin Croft Petting 
Farm 

~£4.00 - £5.00 per 
person 10:00am - 4:30pm 

Small dedicated customer car park 
right at the farm entrance.  
Bags of animal feed sold at gate. 

Dunnet Head RSPB 
Reserve Free 24 Hours 

Free public parking right at the 
lighthouse/viewpoint structure.  
Wild, exposed northernmost point. 

Old Pulteney 
Distillery 

Tour prices vary based 
on tasting tier 

10:00am - 5:00pm 
(Booking essential) 

Parking available on Huddart Street. 
Driver notice: Staff will package tasting 
pours into takeaway bottles. 

Whaligoe Steps Free 24 Hours 
Extremely limited roadside parking near 
the old schoolhouse.  
330 uneven, steep cliffside steps. 

Dunrobin Castle 

£15.50 Adult / £9.00 
Child 

£13.50 Senior or 
Student 

Daily: 10:30am - 5:00pm 
(Last entry 4:00pm) 

Ample free dedicated parking layout 
right at the main castle gates.  
Tickets include museum/gardens. 

Mermaid of the 
North Free 24 Hours (Subject to 

tides) 
Public parking area right next to the  
Balintore harbour and beach front. 
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Attraction Name Entrance Fee Opening Hours Parking & Practical Advice 

Urquhart Castle Paid entry (Rates vary by 
season) 

Daily: 9:30am - 6:00pm 
(September hours) 

Critical Notice: Must pre-book timed 
entry tickets online.  
Walk-up gate entry is routinely denied. 

Inverness Hop-On 
Hop-Off Bus 

24-Hour Pass: ~£18 - 
£22 

First departure: 10:15am 
from Bus Station Stance 
6 

Ticket is valid for 24 hours across the 
city loop.  
Best way to explore Inverness 
completely foot-loose. 

Inverness Botanic 
Gardens 

Free (Donations 
welcome) 10:00am - 4:30pm 

Use Hop-On bus Stop 5 (Bught Park).  
Includes tropical glasshouses, a cactus 
house, and a cafe. 

Inverness Museum 
& Art Gallery 

Free (Donations 
welcome) 

10:00am - 5:00pm 
(Closed Sun/Mon) 

Located right at the base of Castle Hill 
(Hop-On bus Stop 2).  
Fully indoor and accessible. 

Highland Wildlife 
Park 

Paid entry (Check online 
for advance savings) 

Daily: 10:00am - 5:00pm 
(Last entry 4:00pm) 

Large on-site parking.  
Features a drive-through safari section 
and accessible walking boardwalks. 

Pitlochry Dam 
Visitor Centre Free 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Dedicated visitor center car park.  
Features salmon fish-ladder viewing 
screens and a café balcony. 
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